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Hello and welcome to the first official   

Abbeyfield The Dales Newsletter.  

Abbeyfield The Dales Ltd is a partnership 

between The Abbeyfield Ilkley Society, The 

Abbeyfield Bradford Society and The     

Abbeyfield Society.  

We now have homes in Skipton, Halifax, 

Settle, Barnoldswick, Harrogate, Ilkley, 

Menston, Bradford, Pudsey, Saltaire,   

Shipley and soon Bingley. 

Although bigger, we will still strive to    

carry on providing the highest quality    

accommodation and  care.  

If you would like a copy of our new        

Abbeyfield The Dales brochure please call 

Stephen Wallace on 01943 886011 or see 

the Grove House Receptionists.  

In the coming months you may also see 

some of The Dales Board Members visiting 

your homes to introduce themselves. They 

will have visitors badges on so please do 

not hesitate to say hello.  

The aim of our new bi– monthly newsletter 

is to keep you up to date and in touch 

with what is happening across The Dales, 

including up and coming 

events and how you can 

get involved.  

I hope that you enjoy 

reading this first edition 

and as always I welcome 

your feedback.  



 

 

Green Fingers Beautiful Balcony 

As Abbeyfield are proudly showing a   

garden at this years RHS Royal Hampton 

Palace Flower Show, we thought we 

would pay homage to this and run our 

very own competition.  

We will be running a Beautiful Balcony 

Competition. Entrants must enter before 

the 30th June and the winners will be  

announced on 11th July.  

Even if you do not have a balcony, we 

will have different categories such as 

Best Patio and Best Tub Arrangements. 

The more people to enter, the better!  

If you are feeling green fingered and 

would like to enter the competition, 

please contact Zoe McKenzie or Jane 

Hesling on 01943 886005.  

Barbs Jordan's handy Hints and Tips for 

how to take care of your Phalaenopsis 

(Orchid).  

Many people have these lovely plants, 

however they sometimes do not last 

long!  

They should be placed on a moderately 

bright windowsill– avoid direct sunlight. 

Your orchid will only need watering   

every 7– 10 days, as it 

starts to dry out.  

Once the beautiful  

flowers have faded, cut 

them back to the second 

node and with plenty of 

patience they may  

flower again!  

Hampton Court Flower Show  

Victoria House is an Abbeyfield care home situated in Kew.  

Victoria House residents, family and friends recently decided to use some money 

given to them in a legacy to enhance their gardens and also have a special sensory 

garden designed that will feature at this years RHS Royal Hampton Palace Flower 

Show, which will be open from 5th– 10th July.  

The garden (seen below) has been designed by Rae Wilkinson, who has previously 

won a Silver Guilt Award at the show and this year is going for gold with Abbeyfield’s 

‘Breath of Fresh Air’ Garden.  

Rae has chosen to use plenty of 

texture, sounds and scents in the 

garden to engage all the senses. 

There will also be a sculpture in 

the garden to reflect the flow of 

the breath and create interest.  

We will keep you updated with 

the progress of the garden. 



Victorious Volunteers 
As I think we would all agree, here at 

Abbeyfield we have the most amazing 

and dedicated volunteers.  

Carole Bullock, a much cherished       

volunteer in the Grove House Day     

Centre,  recently won the Ilkley and   

District Award 2016!  

This award recognises and celebrates the 

work of individuals and groups  making a 

real difference to the lives of people in 

the local area.  

Congratulations 

Carole and 

thank you for 

all of your hard 

work!  

As some of you may know, The            

Abbeyfield Society are currently building 

a new facility at Bingley, which will be 

similar to Grove House. This will be  

managed and staffed by Abbeyfield The 

Dales. 

The development is being built on the 

old Bingley Hospital Site and it was 

planned on being opened in the autumn 

of 2016. However due to the (typical 

English!) inclement weather the building 

schedule has been disrupted meaning 

that the revised opening will not be until 

the Spring of 2017.  

Fern House will offer 47 Extra Care   

Apartments, both 1 and 2 bedroomed, 

with Care Staff on site as well as a 30 

bed Dementia Unit which will provide 

Residential Care facilities.  

Nicola Taylor, who you may have already 

met, is currently based at Grove House 

and will be the Registered Care and 

Housing Manager for Fern House in 

Bingley. Nicola was appointed to manage 

the care and independent living       

apartments, ensuring that the service  

offered to the individual residents meets 

their needs and is developed to maintain 

independence. Nicola has over 21 years 

experience in the Adult Social Care    

Sector and is very excited to be involved 

in this flagship development. 

 

Bingley Development 

Golden Galleries  
Some of the ladies and gentlemen who 

visit the Grove House Day Centre        

recently  entered some of their art work 

into the Abbeyfield Golden Galleries             

competition.  

All of the art work entered was original 

and honest. The only assistance given 

was with the technical support and 

framing. None of the Day Centre visitors 

had any previous artistic experience.  

The piece of art work 

pictured was from the 

‘Summer’ collage and is 

a 3D tactile piece made 

from wool and mixed 

media. 



Abbeyfield’s 60th Anniversary 

National Volunteer Week 

Abbeyfield is turning 60!  

To celebrate Abbeyfield’s 60th Anniversary, our properties across The Dales will be 

holding multiple events for residents, volunteers, friends, family and anyone who 

would like to celebrate with us!  

Starting on the 13th June and lasting the whole week, we invite you to join us for 

lots of laughs, socialising and fun all round.  

Please see the timetable below for the activities happening at different properties 

across The Dales. This timetable will be updated if more events are organised, but 

posters will be displayed. If any of the events are of interest to you, all are       

welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here at Grove House on Thursday 16th there will be a Coffee Morning accompanied 

by our Resident Choir and music. In the afternoon there will be a 50’s themed    

Garden Party with singers, dancers, Pimms & Prosecco, food & stalls!  

Here at Abbeyfield we believe that our volunteers need to be celebrated, due to the 

brilliant work that they do.  

Abbeyfield National Volunteer Week will start on the 6th June and will be a week 

long celebration, with Open Days at our different sites as well as much more.  

The Beeches, Menston will be the first property to host an Open Day on Monday 6th 

June. Further posters and information will be given nearer the time. If you know an-

yone who would like to volunteer or would like to say thank you, please come along! 

Tuesday 

14th June 

The Beeches– Menston 

14.00 onwards– 50’s Themed Garden Party  

Wednesday 

15th June 

Abbeyfield House– Settle 

PM– Afternoon Tea 

Thursday 

16th June 

Grove House– Ilkley 

10.30 onwards– 50’s Themed Garden Party & Coffee 

Morning  

Saturday 

18th June 

Woodlands– Skipton 

10.00 onwards– 50’s Themed Garden Party & Coffee 

Morning  

Holme Lea & North Park Road– Ilkley 

14.00– 16.00– Garden Party  
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A Century Celebration! 

Abbeyfield The Dales  

At Wells House, in Harrogate, it has been 

their second year to celebrate a very  

important birthday.  

Mrs Ethel Wood reached the milestone 

age of 100 years on 26th March 2016.  

The staff and residents at Wells House 

celebrated with a small get together 

with friends and family to commemorate 

this wonderful event.  

Last year another one of Wells House’ 

residents Mrs Mable Dulcie Wells also  

celebrated her 100th birthday on 14th 

August 2016.  

Mrs Wood and Mrs Wells have lived at 

Wells House for 20 years and 15 years  

respectively, they actually knew each 

other at school, but lost touch over the 

years as happens in life, only to be      

reunited here at Wells House.  

Please see some of the fabulous        

photographs that were taken at the   

celebration.  

Ilkley Carnival 2016 
As we are now Abbeyfield The Dales, we 

would like to hold Coffee Mornings at all 

of our various properties.  

This would give you the opportunity to 

visit other properties and meet other 

like minded people over a drink and 

some delicious cake.  

The dates for the next Coffee Mornings 

are: 

8th June (Grove House), 27th July (The 

Beeches), 10th August, 14th September, 

12th October (Grove House),              

9th November, 14th December.  

If you would like your home to host one, 

please speak to the manager of your 

property or contact Zoe McKenzie on 

01943 886005.  

On Sunday 1st May it was Ilkley’s yearly 

May Day Celebrations. With a fantastic 

parade that went through the town 

centre and a fun fair down by the park, 

it was a brilliant day for all! 

Despite the horrendous weather some 

of our fantastic team braved the rain to 

help on our Abbeyfield stand at the 

fair.  

The stand was to raise awareness of  

Abbeyfield The Dales within our local 

communities as well as showcasing the 

services we offer. 

We think our team 

did a brilliant job, 

thank you for all 

of your help.  
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